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consciousness,  but the hand  that wields it is
the hand of Brahma the Divine.    That hand
may   feel its way down through  idea and
emotion to the level of realism, giving expres-
sion in art-forms to the mental, sensational
and vital phases of life, but its habitat and
true sustenance are in the reality of the spirit.
A purely realistic art is on the lowest level
of artistic value ; that is, an art in which the
subject is taken from things commonly seen,
and the method is that of faithfully reproduc-
ing the thing seen. Some examples of European
painting  which I have recently been studying
seem  to  me  to be of this  kind.    They are
excellently done.    In fact their chief challenge
is to admiration for their industry and finish ;
and  that is just the characteristic of what we
may call physical, art; its appeal is of the body.
In such art, however, one realises that, in the
language of  Wordsworth,  " the world is too
much with us ".    There are no spaces in the
landscapes through which  we can  catch  a
glimpse   of    something   beyond    the   body.
Everything  seems  solid.   You feel that you
could dig the  mountains, fell the trees, dam
the river.    And this characteristic of solidity,